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THE GREATEST SERMON EVER PREACHED

Jesus Teaches About Criticizing Others

● Matthew 7:1-2 (NIV)
1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

The word "judge" (Greek, krino) can mean evaluate or analyze. It also refers to private,
judgmental attitudes that tear down others in order to build up oneself. The command "judge
not" does not refer to judging in a court of law, nor is it a blanket statement against critical
thinking. Believers should be discerning and make certain judgments. For example, Jesus said
to expose false teachers (7:15-23) and to admonish others in order to help them (18:15). Paul
taught that we should exercise church discipline

● Matthew 7:3-5 (NIV)
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the
plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

The word "speck" is also translated "splinter"; "log" is also translated "plank" or "beam." Many
have taken this metaphor to mean that Christians should never correct anyone—one's personal
sins before God are too great to even consider dealing with others' sins. However, Jesus' point
was that while we all have sin in our lives (some as small as a speck; some as large as a log), we
are responsible to both deal with our own sin and then help others 5.

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your neighbor's eye." Jesus revealed incredible understanding of human nature.
How easy it is for us to overlook our own sins yet easily spot sin in others. How true that the sin
we most clearly see in others is also present in us.

Believers should first deal with their own sins, but they also must correct and guide erring
brothers and sisters. James wrote, "My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from
the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner
from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins" James
5:19-20.
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Scripture References:

● Matthew 7:15-20 (NIV)
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their
fruit you will recognize them.

● Matthew 18:15 (NIV)
15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If
they listen to you, you have won them over.

● 1st Corinthians 5:1-5 (NIV)
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even
pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t
you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been
doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As
one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord
Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in
spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.

● 1st Corinthians 6:1-8 (NIV)
1 If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for
judgment instead of before the Lord’s people? 2 Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will
judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial
cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life! 4
Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those whose
way of life is scorned in the church? 5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody
among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6 But instead, one brother takes
another to court—and this in front of unbelievers!

7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated
already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves
cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.

● James 5:19 (NIV)
19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should
bring that person back,

● Galatians 6:1 (NIV)
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1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore
that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.

● Matthew 2:1-3 (NIV)
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the
east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he
was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.

● James 3:1-2 (NIV)
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we
who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at
fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.

● James 2:13 (NIV)
13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy
triumphs over judgment.

● Luke 6:36-37 (NIV)
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.
Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
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