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The JB Adams, Sr. Senior Citizens Center  
 
 
On my very first visit to the, formerly known as Brookland Baptist Church Senior Ministry, I was greeted 
warmly and immediately felt welcome and accepted. I sat in the seat indicated, and the lady seated next to me 
promptly introduced herself and others closest to us.  
 
As I observed the interactions among those present, I was impressed by the camaraderie and demonstrations 
of mutual respect and courtesy that was extended to one another. I decided expeditiously that I wanted to   
become associated with this organization. I began to look forward to Tuesdays with as much anticipation and 
exuberance as I do in regard to Sunday Services.  
 
There are many people who are motivated to ensure the preservation of a place for seniors to assemble and 
exchange ideas, participate in activities of mental and physical feats, and be surrounded by people of faith. 
There is no intent to minimize their efforts and contributions, but there was one person who was the heart and 
soul of the Brookland Baptist Church Senior Ministry: Mrs. Ethel Jivers.  
 
Mrs. Ethel worked tirelessly, relentlessly, and faithfully to establish an inspirational and stimulating  
environment for "her seniors" as she lovingly referred to us. Mrs. Ethel was wholly committed to the success 
of the Senior Ministry and the well being of its members.  
 
Brookland Baptist Church is recognized and highly esteemed from the White House, and may I say, to 
throughout the nation. And, as such, one of the church's priorities should be to maintain for its senior  
population, some type of religious, educational, and social organization for the purpose of fostering our  
mental and physical well being. We must not neglect the needs of those on whose backs the church was built.  
 
The J B Adams Sr. Senior Center needs to be re-energized and restored to the position of prominence it  
deserves. We, as seniors, are still relevant and we still have much to contribute. God uses people of all ages.  
 
 
 
Isiah 46 : 4, English Standard Version, reads;  
"even to your old age, I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I have made, and I will bear, I will carry 
and will save.”  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted  
Vivian Neal  
Chairperson, Senior Citizens Advisory Board 



 
       
    

 Bobbie Louden, Retiring After Years of Service  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bobbie Louden, current director of the Brookland Community Food Bank, has announced her retirement, 
 effective November 30, 2022, after years of dedicated service. For the last 12 years at the Food Bank, she 
has faithfully and humbly served as the director and led the march in our fight to end hunger. She will work 
with the ministry through the end of this year to ensure the food bank continues to serve people in need as the  
ministry transitions to a new leader.  
 
The Brookland Community Food Bank, in partnership with Harvest Hope, The Brookland Foundation,  
Sharing God’s Love, and Lexington County is open to the public and serves low-to-moderate income  
individuals and families throughout the Midlands of South Carolina. The Brookland Community Food Bank, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Louden, distributes nutritious food and other essentials to those in need while 
working with community partners to develop strategies to end hunger. Now located at 1218 Batchelor Street, 
the food bank has grown far beyond its humble beginnings.  
 
The Brookland Community Food Bank started operating in the former Brookland Baptist Church site on  
Monticello Street under the leadership of the late Deacon Lawrence Lewis. Bobbie Louden was there to assist 
him in what has been a blessing to and for the community. "It was a blessing to have a place to serve others," 
Deacon Harry Jivers, who was and still is a volunteer, recalled. The Food Bank started in a little 6x6 closet 
with just a couple of shelves. Back then, help was given only when someone was experiencing an immediate 
hardship. The food pantry was not open like it is now. There was a minimal budget and the Food Bank  
operated on donations only.  
 
Mrs. Louden joined the food bank ministry in 1985. There she met and stood on the shoulders of the late  
Ms. Annie Pearl Johnson, Ms. Edith Starks, Deacon Lawrence Lewis and so many others who familiarized 
her with the Happy Town, West Columbia community, and beyond. She said she learned Columbia by  
delivering food to people in need. She remembers Deacon Lewis telling her if someone approached her with 
a need for food, not to question it. Give it to them. Along the way, his advice stayed with her. Her task, she 
knew, was to provide food, if available.  
 
Mrs. Pinky Caldwell, also a longtime volunteer of the food bank, remembers working with Mrs. Louden 
when she joined the ministry in 2008, at the Sunset Boulevard site. She said it was a good day when they had 
25 families and the number of clients varied from week to week. Eventually, the number of households 
served increased to approximately 150 families a month.  
 
Today, the Food Bank has grown to serve approximately 400 families a month. Food is distributed based on 
meals and includes items for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Fresh produce is distributed every 2 weeks. Every 
Tuesday morning, Mrs. Louden and a dedicated few made rounds between Harvest Hope and the Farmer’s 
Market in their personal vehicles to gather items for the next week’s distribution. She and her team always 
made sure that the pantry was stocked, and clients’ needs were met.  Mrs. Caldwell characterizes   Mrs. 
Louden as one of the most faithful and hardworking persons that she knows. Mrs. Louden had expectations 
and expected others to follow her instructions to the letter. The volunteers  understood and respected Mrs. 
Louden’s approach and admired her                                                                                       (continued on next page)      



 
 
 
dedication to making life better for others. Mrs. Louden’s heart for the community showed in all she did in 
leading the food bank.  
 
Mrs. Louden believed in giving clients what they needed to make it through to their next meal. Mrs. Caldwell 
remembers back in the day when clients could only get food every 30 days. She said, “Bobbie changed that! 
If anyone needed food, she made sure they received it.” Bobbie, as she was affectionately called, would shop 
with her own money to meet a need.  
 
Another volunteer, Mrs. Jerrneal Jones, remembers joining the Food Bank in October of 2021. She is still in 
awe of how much Mrs. Louden did for others, and how much she’d learned from her. She recalls how       
Mrs. Louden would go out and pick up items for those in need, even after the clothing bank closed.          
There were times when she would even deliver items to shelters for needy families.  
 
She also remembers if the food bank was closed, and there was a need, Mrs. Louden would open it to fulfill 
that need. When clients were not allowed to come into the pantry due to the pandemic, she offered            
drive-through distribution. Mrs. Jones, along with fellow volunteers, view Mrs. Louden as being loving,     
caring, and compassionate.  
 
Mrs. Louden is known for working harder than anyone and is described as a giver, but she never wanted     
attention or praise for the work that she did. Individuals who could not make it to the Food Pantry never had 
to worry. Mrs. Louden would often go above and beyond by delivering to those who lacked transportation. 
She did so much that many never knew. That is the heart of a giver. She is a real mountain mover, and one 
that is going to be hard to replace.  
 
Working in the Food Pantry has been like one big family. Mrs. Louden and her staff of volunteers love the 
clients they serve, and the clients love them. The legacy that Mrs. Louden has left will continue to transcend 
generations. It is built on a strong foundation that will be fondly and respectfully remembered for years to 
come.  
 
A retirement luncheon was held in honor of Mrs. Louden on November 30, 2022 at the Brookland Banquet 
and Conference Center. Reverend Charles B. Jackson was present to reflect on her impact and influence. He 
said, “The Brookland Baptist church is where we are because of community presence, and our foundation has 
been the food and clothing banks. We would not have been able to earn respect in the community without the 
two. Bobbie served as the beginning of what Brookland is now celebrating in a major way. Individuals are  
investing in our community at an unbelievable rate due to the history we have in the community.  
 
On Bobbie Louden’s shoulders, Brookland built the presence in our community, and we are celebrating an 
abundant overflow of God’s favor despite challenges and difficulties.” Physical and social transformation,  
uncommon in the state of SC, in a black church happens here and it goes back to Ms. Louden.  
 
In response, Ms. Louden said, the volunteers and I do this together. I never wanted to be director, never  
wanted a title; I just wanted to serve.” A leader, she said, is no more successful than the team that is built 
around her.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, Mrs. Louden, for your commitment to making a difference.  
Proverbs 22:9 A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.  
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