


Greetings, can you believe it is already March?? Wow, 
this yea has gotten off to a great start and God has 
certainly been moving in a mighty way.  I am so excited 
to see what is in store for the remainder of this year.   
 
March has been deemed as Women’s History Month .  
To our sisters in Christ we honor you for all that you 
do!  May God continue to bless you and keep you. 
  

Lastly, if you have not already signed up to receive the 
electronic, full-color version of The Star delivered in your 
inbox, click here or complete the registration form at 
brooklandbaptist.org/contactus. 
  

It is our prayer that you enjoy the content we have 
assembled for this edition! 

 

Happy New Year from your  
  Brookland Star Editorial Team 
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The Brookland Star is published monthly by  

the Brookland Baptist Church.   

Submit all articles, announcements,  

celebrations and photographs to  

TheStar@brookland.cc 

by March 15th. 

 

The April edition of The Brookland Star  

will be distributed on April 7th 
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The mission of the Brookland Baptist Church is to proclaim the gospel of 
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Why Christians Should Care About 
Women’s History Month 
  (excerpt from For the Glory of the King Blog– Hannah Jayne Adkins) 

During the month of March, you’re probably engrossed in March Madness or relishing the first days of spring.  These 
are good things.  But have you paused to ponder about Women’s History Month? 

 

Women’s History Month is a time to reflect on women’s contributions to society.  As Christians looking through the 
lens of the Gospel, it is vital to see the impact of those who have gone before. 
 

Why do we need Women’s History Month?  The truth is what we don’t often think about is the impact women have 
made on the church, on our lives or on the culture as a whole.  But all of us, whether consciously or subconsciously, 
have been directly influenced by mothers, grandmothers and other women in our lives. 
 

We experience freedoms because of women we will never know.  Our faith has been influenced by women in the  
Bible and throughout church history. 
 

Women’s history, then, is shared history.  We must learn about our past to see how it affects the present and how it 
will continue to affect our future. 
 

The Christian women throughout history don’t fit a single mold; they are different people from different places who 
uniquely influenced others around them. 
 

We see Ruth in the Scriptures.  Ruth arrived in Bethlehem as a foreigner, became a servant and was included in the 
actual lineage of Christ.  Ruth’s obedience and faithfulness is empowering because God used her powerfully in a 
place where she was a minority.  Why Ruth?  God could have used anyone, but he used a Moabite woman to show 
His loyalty. 
 

Born shortly after the time of slavery as one of 17 children, Mary Bethune is yet another example, she earnestly  
desired to get an education.  When she was 7 years old she began going to school at Mayesfield School and, by the 
time she graduated, her teacher had given her a scholarship to Scotia Seminary for girls.  It was here where her desire 
for sharing the Gospel with her brothers and sisters and Africa began.  After receiving an education from Moody  
Bible Institute, she began her career as a teacher.  Though she never made it to Africa, she dedicated her life to  
educating black youth and telling them how much God loves them.  In part because of her influence, persistence and  
dedication, African Americans are strong in the church today.  Many people can live the legacy she left of “entering 
school to learn, and departing to serve.” 

 

These women are only a few examples of the lives of the ones who have paved the road before us; history worth  
repeating.  
 

Take a moment and think about that woman in your life who has paved the way for you, that woman who made the 
difference in your life, and because of her, you can move forward on the path to success. 
 

Women’s History Month creates an opportunity to reflect on and assess how important women have been in the  
history of the church.  It gives us the opportunity to look at the present roles now and see how women will continue to 
be a part of furthering God’s kingdom. 
 

    Celebrating Women all Month!Celebrating Women all Month!Celebrating Women all Month!Celebrating Women all Month! 
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BROOKLAND BAPTIST SENIOR MISSIONARY AUXILIARY 

 

In the year of 1916, the Missionary Auxiliary of the former New Brookland Baptist Church 
was formed under the leadership and guidance of Sister Lizzie Mickens. She served as the first 
president until her health failed years later. Assuming the helm next was Sister Connie Watson, 
who served for several years before resigning.  For a while the auxiliary functioned without a 
president until Sister Alzue West accepted the position. 
 

Temporarily inactive, the missionaries met with Sister Rosezella Kelly (Thompson) from the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, and the auxiliary was reorganized. Sister Kelly served as president 
until Sister Cecia Luinglson (Livingston) was elected. Some of the presidents that followed 
were Sisters Ora Guest, Effie Boykin, Essie Mickens, Louise Brown, Sara Wilson, and Minnie 
Gardner. 
 

After a brief period of inactivity, the Missionary Auxiliary reorganized under the leadership of 
Reverend Charles B. Jackson, Sr. sister Maggie Harris was elected president and served    
faithfully until 1974 when called “home” after a tragic accident. At that time Sister Annie Pearl 
Johnson who was serving as vice president, became president and served from 1974-1997. 
Presidents following Sister Johnson are: Reverend Marilyn Bassfield (1998-2003), Sister Betty 
P. Brown (2004-2006; 2010-2011), Sister Beatrice Stephens (2007-2009), Sister Pinkie D. 
Caldwell (2012-2015), and Sister Betty Taylor (2016-2018). Our current president is Sister  
Beatrice Stephens. Other officers are vice-president, Sister Betty Taylor, secretary, Sister      
Sophia Pearson; assistant secretary, Sister Vivian Neal; correspondence secretary, Sister   
Katherine   Albert; treasurer, Sister Ruth Brown; assistant treasurer, Sister Annette Sello;  
chaplain, Sister Ethel Suber; assistant chaplain, Sister Mazie Neal and Parliamentarian, Sister 
Beulah Ross. 
 

The Brookland Baptist Senior Missionary Auxiliary is greatly blessed as it strives to do God’s 
Will in service. It is actively involved in studying and sharing the Word through it outreach 
ministry to Midlands and Pruitt Nursing Homes, visitation to the sick, serving meals to         
bereaved families of Brookland Baptist Church, Christmas fellowshipping, gift giving,        
volunteering service at the Banquet and Conference Center upon request, retreating annually at 
Cedine Bible Camp, and attending and participating in many workshops and conferences of 
the Gethsemane Baptist E & M Convention of South Carolina, and the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention. 
 

The Senior Missionary Auxiliary prays that God will continue to keep it humble and in His 
care as it continues to serve this present age in preparation for the next generation. 
 

Please join us for our Annual Prayer Breakfast in celebration of our 103rd Anniversary on    
Saturday, April 27, 2019, 8:30 A.M. at the Banquet and Conference Center. Our speaker is      
Reverend Michelle Jones of Charlotte, North Carolina. The theme is “Rekindling Fire for God: 

A Cry to Heal the Land” (2 Chronicles 7:14). Ticket donations are $12.00 per person. For 
additional information, please contact Sister Katherine Albert: (803) 553-4008 or Sister Sophia 
Pearson: (803) 920-0027 
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All birthdays listed on the previous pages are generated through the church membership database.  
 

If you find any errors in the listings or if you have recently moved or changed your phone number, please 

contact the Church Office at the West Campus at (803) 796-7525 or the Northeast Campus at (803) 753-0610. 
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Your Deacon and the Pas-
toral Staff are  

concerned and care about 
every member in our 

Church “Family.”  
When there is a sickness,  
surgery or death in your 
family, Please contact 
your Deacon and the  

Pastoral Office  
(Angela Taylor) at  

(803)744-7908 
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March 3-9, 2019 

The purpose of the 2019 National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS is to bring national attention to the 
AIDS epidemic in the United States and the extraordinary role faith communities can and are playing in AIDS    
prevention, education, service and advocacy. 
 

The National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS will promote the continuous national mobilization and        
education of faith communities to take an even greater role in the implementation of AIDS education and services 
within their local communities and across the nation 

 





Debt Snowball vs. Debt Avalanche: What’s The Best Method To Pay Off My Debt? 
 

Debt is something that affects the vast majority of Americans today. In fact, Comet reports that 80.9% of Baby  Boomers, 79.9% of 
Generation X, and 81.5% of Millennials are currently in debt. That’s a lot of people! The adverse effects of debt can be detrimental 
– it can greatly harm your physical, mental, spiritual, relational, and of course,      
financial health. Trying to get out of debt seems like an insurmountable task to most. So what is the best way to pay it off, and 
how do you get started? 
 

There are two main approaches to paying off debt – the Debt Snowball and Debt Avalanche methods. These  methods are similar and reliable to 
help you get out of debt faster and with less interest, however, is one better than the other? We will look at the pros and cons of each. 
 

Debt Snowball 
The debt snowball method works by first organizing your debts from smallest to largest amount. This includes your  student debt, 
car loan, any credit card or medical debt, and mortgage. Continue paying the minimum payment for all your debts and then put 
any and all extra cash towards paying off the smallest debt (and in order to do this successfully, you’ll need a budget to stick to!). 
 
You continue to make minimum payments on all your debts, but you put any and all extra money towards your     smallest pay-
ment. Once it’s paid off, you “rollover” what you were paying on that first debt, apply it towards your      second debt until it is 
paid off, and so on, until you are debt-free! It tackles your debt one step at a time.  The method  is simple and easy to use. Sure, it 
will require discipline and commitment, but it is definitely worth the effort! 
 

PROS:  
The biggest benefit of this method is that you stay motivated and wipe out debts quickly. By starting with the smallest debt, the hope is that you’ll be able to 
pay it off quickly and find encouragement and motivation. It also encourages you to stay organized, stick to a budget, and save time and money. 
 

CONS:  
Since you’re paying off your debts from the smallest amount to largest amount, you’re likely still paying big interest rates on some of those other debts. For 
example, if you start by paying off a $400 medical bill but have $2,300 in   credit card debt, you’ll continue paying higher interest fees on the credit card as 
you pay off the medical bill. 
 

Debt Avalanche 
The debt avalanche method addresses the biggest “con” to the debt snowball method. Instead of working from the small-
est amount to the largest, the debt avalanche method tells you to organize your debts by interest rate. 
You organize them from highest interest rate to lowest and attack the highest rate debt first. Just like with the debt snowball 
method, you continue making minimum payments on all your other debts and rollover what you were putting towards the first 
debt towards the next until they’re all paid off. This method is strategic and will save you time and money! 

PROS:  
You save the most money with the debt avalanche method. By knocking out the debts with the highest interest rates first, you’ll save yourself months of 
steep charges and have more cash to put towards the following debts. 
 

CONS:  
This method can take more discipline and commitment since you likely won’t see entire debts eliminated as quickly. You’ll have to keep yourself motivated 
throughout the process! Keep in mind that if you include your mortgage in your list of debts, you may need to skip it with the debt avalanche method and 
only continue making the minimum  payments. 
 

How To Decide Which Method Works Best For You 
Both the debt snowball and debt avalanche methods will help you to achieve the same goal of paying off your debt if done consist-
ently. Figuring out which one works best for you and your financial situation by maintaining a budget,   staying organized, and 
keeping on track can help you pay off your debt efficiently. If you are married, sit down with your spouse and discuss your finan-
cial situation and where you are wanting to be in terms of your short and long-term goals when it comes to debt. Getting on the 
same page is important, and it can be a crucial factor to make effective decisions regarding your finances. Pray for direct guidance 
from God, and ask Him how you should manage your finances. Overcoming debt can be stressful, but the Bible tells us in Phi-
lippians 4:6, Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. By 
trusting God in everything that we do, we are able to understand that we are not owners of our finances, but managers of what 
God has entrusted to us. Actively making smarter decisions can make us better stewards of our finances, and this can, in turn, as-
sist us when making decisions on how to pay off debt or anything else that comes our way. 
 

Accessible at: https://www.crown.org/blog/debt-snowball-vs-debt-avalanche-whats-the-best-method-to-pay-off-my-debt/ 

 
Sponsored by the Brookland Baptist Financial Ministry. 



Sign Language Ministry 

 

Welcome to the Brookland Baptist Church Sign Language Ministry Page! 

 

Our mission: “To ensure that the power of  salvation may be shared by persons through sign interpretation 

and that they are assured of equal access and representation at any/all meetings and conferences sponsored 

by the church when requested and approved by the President or Vice-President.“ From our inception back in 
2008, until now, we have strived to bring the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to individuals in the 
Deaf Community.  We are proud to have celebrated our 10th year of ministry in 2018. 

 

 

Each month we plan to bring you exciting updates and information 
through our ministry. (For example): 
 

● Myths about the Deaf 

● The proper way to identify Deaf persons  

● Deaf culture and Deaf etiquette 

● The difference between an Interpreter and a Signer  

● Learn to sign numbers and the alphabet in one year  

● Learn signs that you may start to recognize in service 

 

 

 

“Introduction to Sign Language” Classes 

 

The Brookland Baptist Church Sign Language Ministry (BBCSLM) will once again offer Beginners Sign 
Language Classes starting Thursday, March 14th thru April 18th 2019 from 6-8 PM, on the West Campus 

in the Arts and Craft room of the gym. This is a 6 week course instructed by Cynthia Taylor  at a cost is 
$10.00. Class size is limited to 20, so sign up as soon as   possible to reserve your spot. You may sign up at 
bbcwsignlanguage@gmail.com by leaving your contact information or see one of the  ministry members. 
 

 

 

We look forward to connecting with you each month! 
The Brookland Baptist Church Sign Language Ministry 

(BBCSLM) 

 

 

 

Offices 2019 

President  -  Andrena Wilson, Vice President --  Lizzie Lew-
is-Clemons,  Secretary  -  Chrystal Finney,  Treasurer  -  

Gloria Coleman,  Historian  -  Wanda Bennett  -  Chaplin  -  
Jerome Moultrie  




